
SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS 
Classes for the 2010-11 school year began on Thursday August 19.  The enrollment is lower 
than last year with 211 students enrolled on the first day compared to 231 last year.  The offi-
cial count for Nebraska Department of Education requirements will occur in late September. 
 
ELEMENTARY ENJOYS ‘FACE LIFT’ 
Several noticeable changes will be apparent for students and parents at Mead Elementary.  
The hallway lockers were all repainted this summer thanks to the time and effort of Mead resi-
dent Monty Moeller.  Additionally, all elementary classrooms now have ‘white board’ tech-
nology that allows the teacher and students to have an interactive learning experience with the 
use of the computer and touch sensitive screen.  For individuals not familiar with this technol-
ogy, you may have noticed it on television when election results have been graphically moved 
by ‘dragging’ the images around the screen by a pointer.  This technology has also been cou-
pled with sound amplification in each elementary classroom so students can enjoy a variety of 
media including teacher directions without the interference of background noise. 
 
COMMUNITY HAMBURGER FRY SUCCESSFUL 
Approximately 250 persons attended the Hamburger Fry on Thursday August 19.  A free will 
donation netted $562.00 that will be forwarded to the Mead Educational Foundation where it 
will be matched for distribution in scholarships to students.  Thanks to all who attended and 
donated to this event. 
 
SAFETY NOTICE 
As we begin the new year, please be aware of students that are walking and/or riding bicycles 
to and from school.  Additionally, parents are asked to reinforce safe walking and riding pro-
cedures for younger children and safe driving procedures for students that drive to school. 
 
SCHOOL BEACON/RAIDER ALERTS 
There have been several changes to the Raider Alerts program which is now called the School 
Beacon and is sponsored by the Bank of Mead.  The  program is a notification system the 
school uses to notify patrons of school closings, early dismissals, cancellations and other 
needed alerts.  
 
You can choose to receive 1) a text message, 2) an email message, or 3) a voice message to 
the phone number of your choice.  The company has indicated that there have been many im-
provements from last year’s system.  You may receive notification from School Beacon ask-
ing you to verify and/or update your contact information if you have previously subscribed to 
the service.  You can sign up for notification by clicking the School Beacon link at the school 
district website at http://www.meadpublicschools.org/ 
 
If you were previously signed up last year, you should log onto the site above and review your 
information to verify its accuracy and select which notifications you wish to receive.  Your 
user name is your email address and whatever password you used to sign up for the original 
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service.  If you forgot your password, click on the Forgot Password link and they will send you a temporary password 
that you can change when you log onto the site. 
 
UPCOMING ELECTION 
The General Election will be held Tuesday November 2.  In addition to national and state races, three positions on the 
Mead Board of Education will be up for election.  As of August 24, the Saunders County Clerk’s office indicated that 
incumbents Bob Bice and Nate Mongan were on the ballot.  They also indicated that Kevin Hough will be a declared 
write in on the ballot.  Mary Mayfield who was nominated for election in the spring primary subsequently withdrew her 
nomination since she would be unable to serve on the board having been hired for a teaching position in the district.  Pa-
trons will be able to vote for three candidates for the election.  Successful candidates will take office in January. 
 
Dr. Dale V. Rawson, Superintendent 

(Continued from page 1) 

State Reading Test Results  
 
 Last year marked the first year for Nebraska’s State Accountability Test in Reading (NeSA-R).  All Nebraska 
public school students in grades 3-8 and 11 took the test.   
 By the time this Newsletter is published, most parents/guardians will have received reports from the school indi-
cating how their student(s) performed on the NeSA-R test.  The reports were sent home in folders for grades 4-6, and 
mailed for students in grades 7-9, and 12. 
 Each student is placed in one of three performance levels:  Exceeds Standards, Meets Standards, or Below Stan-
dards.  A description of these levels is included on the back of the report.  The report also shows the number of points 
possible and the number of points earned, a scale score, and the student’s percent correct compared to the state average.  
The reports can be a bit confusing at first, so please call me or stop by if you have questions or did not receive the report. 
 On a district level, 69.5% of our students met the standards, which is slightly higher than the state average of 
68.6%.  Quite frankly, however, these results are not satisfactory for Mead Public Schools.  The ultimate goal, though 
difficult to attain, is for all our students to meet the standards. 
 To help achieve that goal, we are implementing a new reading program for kindergarten, first, and second 
grades.  Reading Mastery, a reading curriculum with proven results, will maintain the strong phonics instruction we have 
used in the past, but will add a language component and more direct instruction.   It will also help us differentiate in-
struction more than we could in the past.   
 A new testing program, Measures of Academic Progress (MAP), will assist with this differentiation of instruc-
tion.  MAP provides better information about the academic strengths and weaknesses of each student.  Unlike our past 
achievement tests, results are available within a day or two instead of a few weeks. 
 Parents/guardians interested in helping students improve their reading can access the Nebraska Department of 
Education website, http://www.education.ne.gov/, which contains links to a brochure and video that contains tips for par-
ents.    
 Rest assured, we will do our best to use the NeSA results to improve the reading skills of all our students. 

FROM PRINCIPAL QUINN 

PEP BAND  – if any graduates/
parents are interested in playing along 
 during pep band, contact Mrs. Virgl. If 
you need an instrument to borrow, I won’t 

know what we have available until the 5th grade band stu-
dents have determined what they are playing, and if they 
need a school instrument or not. Call me with questions if 
you are interested – 624.3435. 
 

Band Shirts Thanks to everyone who donated 
band shirts to the band! We appreciate it! 

Heritage Falls CANDLES 
Watch for the sale of candles this fall. The exact dates have not 
been determined at this time. However, if you would like to be 
put on a contact list because you would like to purchase candles, 
call Mrs. Virgl – 624.3435. These are wonderful candles and all 
year long, I have people asking when we will be selling them 
again! 
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Elementary Student Council News 
 
Election of Officers for 2010-2011 will be held in Early September!  In order to accommodate Elementary Students 
who ride the bus, the meeting times and requirements have changed.  2nd Wednesday of each month during the school 
day (2:30-3:10)  4th Wednesday of each month from 3:15 – 3:55 (Class Representatives who ride the bus will be ex-
cused from this meeting, however 5/6 grade Executive Officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer) 
will be required to attend both meetings.) 
Our First Meeting will be September 22, 2010 from 3:15-3:55. 

 

                  POP TABS UPDATE                      Bag me up and Take Me to School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

We are only 90 pounds (OR 112,897 Pop Tabs) 
short of the 

THANKS A MILLION CLUB GOAL!! 

Don’t forget to continue collecting and sending to school the Campbell 
Soup UPC Codes.  For each UPC Code submitted the Elementary Stu-
dent Council gets ten points. Teachers can use the points to order items 
for their classroom from a special catalogue. 

Elementary Student Council continues to collect Box Tops. 
For each Box Top Submitted we earn ten cents.  This money 
is used on projects for Red Ribbon Week (Drug Awareness), 
School Spirit, and purchasing items to use in classrooms or 
on the playground.  

AUGUST BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education, District 72, Mead Nebraska, was held Monday August 9, 2010 in the Jr.-
Sr. High IMC.  President Kuhr called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The following board members were present: Tim 
Johnson, Lisa Moravec, Nate Mongan, Stephanie Langemeier, Bob Bice and Rich Kuhr.  Also in attendance were Super-
intendent Dr Dale Rawson, Principal PJ Quinn and Secretary Shelly Parsons.  Visitors present were Kevin Hough. 
 
The Board of Education makes available at least one current copy of the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room 
at a location accessible to members of the public. The Act is posted on the Northwest wall of the meeting room. 
 
The following is a condensed version of the minutes.  A complete copy is available for inspection in the Mead Elemen-
tary Office. 
 
Kevin Hough informed the board that he is considering announcing a write in campaign for school board. 
 
The following other action was taken by unanimous vote of members present: approval of the Minutes, Bills and Finan-
cial Reports. Consent Agenda, motion to accept Sandy Winkelman resignation with regret, hiring of Susan Tweedy for 
food service conditioned upon completion of background check, approve the changes to the Series 4000 as discussed. 
 
President Kuhr declared the meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
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Mead Public Schools 
PO Box 158 
Mead, NE  68041 
meadpublicschools.org 

Mission Statement 
 

The Mead Public Schools, families, and  
community shall provide educational  

opportunities which nurture, challenge, and  
encourage students to reach their full potential. 

 

Mead Community Group Healthy Family Tip of the Month  
 
Legislature Toughens Up  
     New laws put in place over the past couple years have toughened up on practices that could put our families' health 
at risk.  
     The Dram Shop and Social Host Liability Law holds adults who serve or provide alcohol to minors civilly liable if 
that individual harms or kills someone. Additionally, those caught procuring alcohol for a minor face criminal penalties 
of a $1,000 fine, a year in jail, or both. Recent sentences in Nebraska have ranged from three months up to the maxi-
mum, a year in jail. There really is No Free Ride if You Provide alcohol for minors.  
     LB 258 is an amendment to the Liquor Control Act which changes and provides penalties for minors in possession 
of alcoholic liquor. It is also known as a graduated sanctions law. In the past each offense was punishable by a $100 
fine and it did not matter how many prior offenses an individual had on their record. Now the first offense penalty may 
include loss of license for 30 days and alcohol education class. Second offenders may lose their license for 90 days, 
serve 20 - 40 hours of Community Service, and attend alcohol education class. Third offense requires loss of license for 
12 months, a minimum of 60 hours Community Service, alcohol education class, and an alcohol assessment by a li-
censed drug and alcohol counselor.  
     Texting while Driving is against the law in Nebraska, and any use of a cell phone by persons under the age of 18 
while driving is dangerous and illegal.  
     What you can do to encourage healthy choices:  
*Be a positive role model  
*Show respect and caring  
*Keep track of your teens  
*Get busy communicating  
*Think of yourself as a coach  
     As a parent you have more power than you think to influence your children's behavior.  
For more information see www.thepowerofparents.com or www.madd.org  
 

Mead Community Group next meeting: Thursday, September 2nd 1:00 pm Mead High School Library  


